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= H E Sermon, and the ſhort Caſe 
* 7 #» annexed, bad you left with 
| 5215 me, 1 be here ſent you in 
\ 85 Print. T he Reaſon of ' their 
being Publiſh'd is Evident. T be Sermon 
dos preach d by the late Lord Biſbop of ; 
Chicheſter, in order to ſet right ſome 1 in 
His Duceſe, who were an bappily intang- 
led in the Errors which it reſutes; and 
with the ſame De ſign both that and the 
Caſe were written out with his own 
Hand, and futed for the Preſs, in order 
to 2 — Publication. T be Reaſon why JA 
they were not"Publiſh'a ſooner, I thine Sis 
fit to mention in via own Words, in the | | 
Letter which 7 lately receiv'd from you; | 
7 A2 © . 


* 


WEavw1l1cCArloN. 
viz. © We have deſerr d Printing them 
ce ſo long, in hope to have added to them 
© ſome ot her of his Labours : but tho' 
« every thing which he did had its Va- 
© lae, and ſbew'd the Piety, the Learn- 
ing and the Fudgment which were in 
« ſo eminent a degree in him; we have 
« not found any thing beſides what 15 
here publiſhd, which had the Biſhop's 
& laſt Hand.” | heartily wiſh you could 
have obliged the World farther in the 
ſame way , and do join with you in be- 
ſeec hing Almighty God, that theſe may 
anſwer the End for which they were 
deſigned, bringing into the Way of Truth . 


ſuch as have erred and are deceived. 
J am, 
Reverend Sir, 


Your Affectionate bumble Servant, 


Samuel Bradford. 
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T be like figure whereunto, even Baptiſm, 
doth alſo Now ſave us : not the putting 
away the filth of the fleſh, but the an- 

wer of a good conſcience towards God, 


by the Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt. © 


the 18" Verſe, the Apoſtle 
„ ſaich of our Saviour, that he 
was put to death in tht fleſh, but 
quickned by the Spirit: and if 
it ſhould be asked, by what 
Spirit he was quickned ? It is 
anſwer'd, that it was by the ſame Spirit which 
flrove with Mankind before the Flood, and by Gen. vj 3. 
which Chriſt himſelt alſo went, and preached 
unto the ſpirits in priſon, that is, to thoſe that 
were at that time diſobedient, when once the 
„ long 


2 


Sen. vij. 18. 


Mark vij. 
4 25 4. 


Tit. iij. 5. 


The Caſe of Baptiſm conſo der'd. 


long: ſuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
for their Repentance, while the Ark was a pre- 


paring in their View; wherein few, that is, eight, 


Souls, were ſaved by water, i. e. by the Ark 


ſwimming upon the face of the waters as the 
appointed means for their Deliverance and 


Preſervation. 
This ſaid, the Apoſtle leads us farther in 


the Text to a My — contained in this; vix. 


The like figure whereunto even Baptiſm doth alſo 


nom ſave us. The like Figure, avmrTw ; the 
Antitype or Correſpondent is Baptiſm, which 


bears a reſemblance both to the Waters which 
bore up the Ark, and to the Ark in which 
Noah and his Family were ſaved, and which 
in like manner doth alſo now ſave us ; as we 
are by that received into the Ark of Chriſt's 
Church, (as our Office of Baptiſm doth ex- 
preſs it-in alluſion hereunto,) and are admit- 


red to all the Privileges of the New Cove- 


nant, and poſſeſs d of all the Means neceſſary 
to Salvation. 

So that the Baptiſin which now ſaves, is not 
a Baptiſm merely External, Ceremonial and 
Ritual, (as was uſed both by Jews and Cen- 


tiles), not only a putting away of the filth of 


the fleſp: but the waſhing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; or, in the Phraſe 


of our Apoſtle, "54 anſwer of a good Conſcience 


towards God; by the Reſarretlion of Feſus Ghrift. 
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ks - Caſe of Baptiſm der'd. 


In a upon which Words, I ſhall 
ſhew, 

1. What the Baptiſm is, which is here de- 
ſcribed by the Apoſtle, in the terms, The lite 
figure whereunto, even Baptiſm, doth alſo ſave 
Us. 

2. Who are the Subjects of this Baptiſm ; 
that are duly qualified for it, and has are 
Javed by it. 

1 Tbe Uſe and Neceſſity of Baptiſm. It 
doth ſave. 

What are the Obligations ariſing from 
this Baptiſm, implied in the Words, T he an- 
ſwer * a good Conſcience towards God. 


1. I ſhall ſhew, what the Baptiſm is, de- 
ſcribed in the Text, where it is ſaid to be the 
\ anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God. 


Tranſlation renders A»ſwer, is a Forinſecal 
Word, a Law-Term, and may be diverſly 
rendred, it ſignitying, an Anſwer, Profeſſion, or 
Stipulation ; ; and in which ſenſe ſoever we 
take it, has here a manifeſt Alluſion to Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſm, and to the manner of Admini- 
Kring it at that time in the Church; as will 
appear, if we reflect upon the ſeveral Signi- 
fications of it, before hinted. 

r. The Original Ward ſignifies an Anſwer, 
g which in the Nature of it implies an Enquiry, 
and the putting ſome Queſtions to which the 
Anſwer 1 is made ; ; and is therefore very wo. 


perly 
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The Greet Word here uſed, and which our 


. 


Exeęam 


A 


* 
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; The Caſe of Baptiſm con ſider'd. ; 


a. 76, petly called by St. Cypriar, Tnterrogatio Bap- 


80. 


- tiſm. 


tiſmi, The Queſtionivg or Examination at Bap- 


4 


This was the Method uſed by the Evange- 


ads vii. liſt Philip, at the Baptiſm of the Eunuch ; 


br - 36» 37+ 


who being inſtructed, by him in the chief 


Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and (as 


4 * 


appears) of the way of Admiſſion into the 


Church by Baptiſm ; when they came to a 
certain Water convenient for that purpoſe, he 


fairh, See here is Water, what doth hinder me 


zo be baptized» Philip replies, If thou belie- 
veſt with all thine heart, thou mayeſt. There 
is the Interrogation implied, tho” not directly 
expreſsd ; then follows the Anſwer or Pro- 
feſlion, 7 believe that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of 
God; which is the Sum of the Chriſtian Faith : 
upon which Philip baptized him. 

This way of Interrogation ſeems to have 
been the Practice of thofe Early Times, and 
to have been from thence derived to After- 
Ages: And is therefore deſervedly continued 


in our Church; where we have the Interro- 


gation in the Three Queftions propoſed to 
the Candidates for Baptiſm, to which their 


Anſwer is required: I mean thoſe (x.) of 


Abrenunciation, Doeſt thou renounce the De- 
vil, and all his Works 2 (2. ) Of the Profeſ- 
ſion of their Faith, Doe/? thou believe all the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith? (g.) Of the 
Reſolution of Obedience for the future? Wile 
thou abediently keep God's holy Will and Com- 


mandments, 


_—  — 


—— —— — 
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The C aſe- of B aptif} m con fider'd. 


mandments, and walk in the ſame all the davs 


of thy life * This Profeſſion of Faith, and 


Promiſe of future Obedience, are plainly 


I 


expreſs'd by Juſt. Mart. Apol. 2. Whoever, 


faith he, are perſwaded, and do believe theſe 
things taught by us to, be true, and undertake 
that they can live fo, are brought by us where 
Water is, and are regenerated after the ſame 
manner as we have been regenerated. | 


So that we ſee Chriſtian Baptiſm is very 
properly here called by our Apoſtle, The An- 


| ſwer, and accordingly well expreſs d in our 


Tranſlation. =, 1 
2. The Word here uſed implies alſo a Pro- 


feſſion, that is, as aforeſaid, a Profeſſion of their 


Faith at Baptiſm; which is more particularl 


pointed to in the Phraſe immediately follow- 


ing, By the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. In 


which Article of our Faith, it 1s _uſual in 
| Scripture to comprehend all the other Arti- 


cles of the Chriſtian Religion, as That is ne- 


ceſſary in it ſelf to be believed, and is the 


great Confirmation of the whole; Chriſt by 


That being declared to be the Son of God with. 


Power, Rom. j. 4. So Rom. x. 9. If thou ſhalt 


confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus ; and fhalt 


Believe in thine heart, that God hath raiſed him 


from the dead; thou ſhalt be ſaved. That is, if 


thou doeſt ſincerely believe the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and art ready to own it whatever thou 


Jeſus Chriſt is both a neceſſary Article, and 


all 
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| F 6 The Caſe of Baptiſm conf der'd. N 


an undoubted Evidence, Thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
And therefore the Apoſtle joins here that Ar- 
ticle of Chriſt's Reſurrection to the Anſwer 
of a good Conſcience towards God ; as implying, 
Ihat to be an A»ſwer of a good Conſcience, of a 
Conſcience rightly informed, when the Re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt is believed, aſſented to, 
and profeſſed at Baptiſm. To this the Apo- 
ſte alludes, Colofſ: ij. 12. Buried with him in 
Baptiſm, wherein you are, alſo riſen with him, 
ouch the faith of the operation 75 God, who 
hath raiſed him from the dead; that is, at 
Baptiſm” you teſſify your Belief of Chriſt's 
Death and Reſurrection, - 
3. The Greek Word here uſed, ſignifies alſo 
a Stipulation, or Undertaking, an Engagement , 
or Promiſe ; by which a Perſon obliges him- | 
ſelf to perform whatever he is obliged to by | 
the Chriſtian Religion. And therefore Bap- 
tiſm is very properly called by Tertullian 
De Baptif. Sponſio Salutis, the Engagement of Salvation, 
_ as it's a Means to it. - | 
Nou in which ſoever of theſe three Senſes 
we take the Greek Word in the Text, it equally 
ſerves our Purpoſe; whether it be an Auſwer, 
Profeſſi ron, or Stipulation ; yy every one of 
theſe is herein requiſite. For at the ſame 


. 
* — 
—— —e—ͤä— V —— —— — — * 


time that the Perſon to be Baptized anſwers | 
to the Interrogation, he doth alſo profeſs the | 
Chriſtian Faith, and declare that he ſtands 
obliged to the Performance of the Conditions 
of that Covenant, which he is thereby ad- 

mitted 


r 3 
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Re into. With reſpect to the former, 
it's called by the * Age the Queſtioning at 
Baptiſm ; and a Profeſſion, of Faith f. With re- 
ſpect to the Obligation, it's called the Promiſe, 
or Undertaking of Salvation [. 

This is confirmed by the next Phraſe, 4 
good Conſcience towards God : By which is not 
only ſignified the Sincerity 1 the Perſon, 
which he is thus deſtrous bf Baptiſm, which is Ads vii. 
required; bur is alſo a publick Declaration of 3 Bn: 
his Faith, when it is towards, or to God, For "I 
then it is the Anſwer of a good Conſcience, when 
it is made in the Aſſembly, in which God is 
more eſpecially preſent ; and where our Sa- ts. 
viour promiſed to be, whenever Baptiſm was vi TY 


adminiſtred 1 in his N. ame. 20. compar. 


To which publick Profeſſion of faith at the 
Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, St. Paul ſeems to ; Tim. vi. 
reſer, when he puts Timothy in mind of it. 12. 
Fight the good fight of Faith, &c. whereunto thou 
art called, and 2 made à good profeſſion before 
many witneſſes. That is, in other Words, ac- 
cording to thy Baptiſmal Vow, Be not aſha- 
med to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt crucified, and 
manfully to fight under his Banner againſt Sin, the 
World, and the Devil, and to continue his faith. 


ful Soldier and Servant to thy life's end, | as 


'ris expreſs d in our Office of Baptiſin.] 


6 


— 


* Aug. Epiſt. 107. ' Conc. Laod. ou 46, 


+ Ambroſe J. 2, de Initiandis, c. 2. Tom. 4. Cypr. Ep. ad 
Januar. Hieron. contr. Lucif. 


|| Tertul. de _ | 


B 2 Upon W | 


Acts viij. 
36, 37. 


The Caſe of Baptiſm conſider d. 


Upon the Whole, You ſee how agreeable 
the PhraGolbey and Manner of | Expreſſion 
uſed by the Apoſtle in the Text, was to the 
Practice of the Primitive Church about that 
Time, in the Admiſſion of Perſons into its 
Communion by Baptiſm, which was then Ad- 
miniſtred in the Congregation, as publickly 
as the Circumſtances of the Time would ad- 


mit; when the Candidates for Baptiſm did 


make a Solemn Profeſſion of their Faith, and 
engage themſelves to undertake and perform 
all that a Chriſtian is obliged unto by vertue 
of his Profeſſion, as aforeſaid. 


24 General. Who are the Subjects of this 
Ba dein, or the Perſons duly qualified for it ? 


T Anſwer, They are ſuch as are qualified for 


it by Faith and Repentance ; by a right Un- 


derſtanding, and a firm Belief of the Principles 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and by a ſolemn 
Engagement of Conforming themſelves there- 
unto for the Time to come, in Liſe and Practice. 
And therefore theſe two were expreſly requi- 
red of all Perſons that offered themſelves to 
Baptiſm. To give an Inſtance of each. Thus 
as to Faith, ſee it in the forecited Caſe, when 
the Eunuch ask d Philip, See, here is Water ; 
what doth hinder me to be bapris ed Philip re- 
plies, I thou believeſt with all thine heart, 

thou mayeſt. The Ethiopian Treaſurer an- 


ſwer d, and ſaid, I Believe that Feſus Grif is 
the Son of —_— 


———— — — - e 
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The Caſe of Baptiſm conſider d. 

A like Inſtance have we of the other Qua- 
lification, Repentauce, in the Convinced Fews, 
that who great Paſſion and Earneſtneſs ſaid to 
the Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we 


do > Peter ſaid unto them, Repent, and be bap- 
tized every one of you, &c. 


Theſe are the Subjects and Perſons quali- 
fied for Baptiſm : and theſe are the Qualifica- 
tions to be enquired after of all Perſons to be 
admitted thereunto ; and without which they 
are not duly capable of it. 

Their Faith and Repentance muſt, in the 


firſt Place, be enquired into; and That they 


are to give an Account of, when they preſent 
themſelves to be baptized. 


But then, what becomes of Infants, who 


by this account of Baptiſm ſeem not to be 


Subjects capable of it, becauſe not capable 


of theſe neceſſary Qualifications of Faith and 
Repentance ? 


I Anſwer, That is not the Caſe immediate- 


ly before us ; for the preſent Occaſion refers 
to that of adult and grown Perſons : . But 
however, this being the general Caſe of the 
Chriſtian Church, wherein moſt are baptized 
in their Infancy, it may require a farther An- 
ſwer. In order to which, I ſhall obſerve, that 


there are ſeveral Caſes in which the Inferior 
is comprehended in the Superior. Such is 


the Caſe of Minors, or Perſons under Age, 
who are reputed to act by their Guardians, 
who then anſwer and yndertake for them that 


I - cannot 


Acts ij 38. 


3 | 25. Caſe of Baptiſm conſe der 4. 


cünndt anſwer or undertake for themſelves 
Such among the Fews were Females and Wives, 
who were in many Particulars (as in Eſtates, 
Genealogies, and Covenants) included in the 
Males and Husbands. Such again were Chil- 
| Ezck. xv). dren, whether Sons of Daughters ; who, in 
2% *'* many Caſes, but more eſpecially in all Fœde- 
| ral Tranſactions between God and Them, 
were comprehended in the Parent: and fo 
when the Parents were by vertue of the Co- 
venant entitled to any Privilege, the ſame 
were their Children entitled to: and as the 
Parent in that Caſe undertakes for the Child ; 
fo is the Child obliged by the Act of the Pa- 
| rent. Thus it was in the Covenants made 
| Gen. xvi). With Adam and Noah, but more Eminently 
Os with Abraham; which was not only with him, 
bat alſo with his Seed after him ; by which 
every Male-Child was to be Circumeiſed at 
eight Days old, and thenceforward they were 
reputed to be God s Children, by that Dedi- 


— 
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as the Parents themſelves were by their own 
actual and voluntary Deſire and Conſent, 
Thus it was, Deut. xxix. 10, 11, 12. Te ſtand 
this day all of you before the Lord your God. 
all the men of Iſrael, your little ones, your wi des 
that thou ſhould ſt enter into Covenant with the 
Lord thy God. 

So when the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the New 
Covenant, and of the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs 
annexed to it, Ads ij. 39. hedaith by way of 

Argu- 
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„ K 22 * * a 
* 


— — * — — 
_ 


- cation of the Parent, and were as much ſo 
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Argument and Encouragement, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you, for the remiſſion of 
ins; for the promiſe: us up You, and to your 
children. 

From which Relation it is, that the Title 
palles from and by the Parent to the Child ; 
and what the Parent is, that is the Child re- 
puted to. be; and what the Parent has by ver- 
tue of that Covenant, that is the Child alſo 
reputed to have. Thus the Apoſtle ſtates 
the Point, in the Caſe put to him concerning 
the Cohabitation of a Chriſtian married be- 
fore to an Infidel or Heathen ; which Coha- 1 cor. vii 
bitation he there adviſes to upon ſeveral Con- 2, QF 
ſiderations. 

And whereas it might be thought that the 
Children born to them might ſuffer for the 
Infidelity of one Parent; he ſhews, that it is 
rather the contrary ; for they are reputed 
Holy for the Faith of the other Parent, and 
are for that Reaſon capable of being admit- 
ted and taken into Covenant. For, faith he, 
the untelieving Husband is ſanttified by the be- 
lieving Wife ; and the unbelieving Wife i ſantti- 
fied by the believin Husband : elſe were your 
Children unclean, ; by now they are holy. That 
is, if both the Parents had been Unbelievers, 


their Children had been unclean; having then + 1 


no Title to the Covenant, and being unca- 
pable of it by a natural Incapacity ; becauſe, 
by reaſon of Nonage, they could not give an 
actual Conſent. Bur now, when one Pa- 

rent 
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rent was a Chriſtian and Believer, it Was 

virtually the ſame to the Child, as if both 
had been Believers: For in that Caſe the Un- 
believer was, as ir were, ſanctiſied by the Be- 
liever, and the Children were clean by the 
Parents Sanctification. Nom (faith the Apo- 
Mile) they are holy). | 

But it may be ſaid, If this be ſo, and a Child 

is thus ſanctified by the Parents being i in Co- 
venant, then what need is there of Baptiſm to 
the C bild „ at leaſt till it comes to Years of 


Diſcretion, and is capable of undertaking for 
it ſelf ? 


T Anſwer, 

1. That Baptiſm i is now what Circumcifi- 
on was heretofore; it is a Means to the Child 
of Admiſſion into Covenant by the Parent. 
The Parent's Faith and Profeſſion qualifies for 
Baptiſm, as it did under the Law for Circum- 
_ cifion ; but ſtands not inſtead of it. For not- 
withſtanding the Children were qualified for 
Circumciſion by Abraham's Faith and Profeſ- 
ſion ; yet without they were alſo actually 
Circumciſed, they were not reputed to be in 
Covenant ; and for the want of that, what 
Title they had to the Privileges of the Cove- 
nant by being of his Family, was null and 
void; as it is determined Gen. xvij. 13, 14. 
He that 5 born in thy houſe, and he that is 
bought with thy money, muſt needs be circumci- 
fed: and my Covenant ſhall be in your fleſh, for 
an everlaſting Covenant. And the uncircumci- 


ſed 


The Caſe of Baptiſm configer'd. 
fed Man-child, whoſe fleſh of his fore-skin is not 
circumciſed ; that Soul ſhall be cut off from his 


People: he hath broken my Covenant. So MP 
is required of the Profelyte, Exod. xij 48. 


When a ſtranger ſhall ſojourn with thee, and wil 


keep the Paſſover to the Lord, let all his Males 
be circumciſed, and then let him come near aud 
keep it; and he ſhall be as one that is born in 
the land: for no uncircumciſed perſon ſhall eat 
thereof. And the Caſe is the ſame under the 
_ Goſpel, where Baptiſm is to us, what Circum- 
ciſion was to them, a Means of Admiſſion in- 
0 Covenant; and alike neceſſary, as I ſhall 
ew. 

2. I Anſwer farther, That the Parent's 
Faith and Profeſſion, and his being in Cove- 
nant, anſwers only for that Part which In. 
fants are not capable of, which is Profeſſion 
and Stipulation, Faith and Repentance ; but 
it anſwers not for that Part, which they 
are capable of, as Baptiſm. And therefore 
if there be a Capacity of their being taken 
into Covenant, by the Faith of their Parents, 
then rhey are for that Reaſon to be initiated 
and enter'd into it by Baptiſm, which they 
are capable of.. And their Parents are alike 
obliged to bring them to Baptiſm, for their 
Admiſſion into Covenant; as to be Baptized 
themſelves, it they had not been already 

Baptized. So it was waen Circumciſion was 
the Sign, and the Way ot Admiſſion into Co- 
venant ; and in like manner is it now, when 

TY S | Baptiſm 
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Tit. 11). 5. 


| The Caſe of e confiderd. 
Baptiſm is the Sign and Way of Initia- 


tion. 


A Covenant in the Nature of it implies 
A Sponſion and Stipulation, a Profeſſion, Pro- 


miſe and Agreement ; for which Reaſon ſuch 


an Agreement 1s uſually call'd Covenanting , 


Mat. xxvj. 1 5. And therefore before the Child 


can be in Covenant, there muſt be an Under- 
taking and Spo Amon for the Child: but there 


is no ſuch 3 but at Baptiſm. And 


therefore if Children may be in Covenant, 
and the Children of Believers are reputed to 
be Holy or in Covenant by vertue of the Re. 
lation they have to ſuch Parents; then the 
Children of ſuch muſt be Baptized in order 
to it; becauſe there is now no other Way ap- 


pointed for Admiſſjon into Covenant, but 


Baptiſm. 
So that when the Apoſtle faith, Elſe were 


your Children unclean, Eut now they are holy ; 


he thereby takes it for granted that the Chil- 


dren of ſuch were in Covenant, as they were 


their Children ; provided that. alſo NY were 
admitted into it by the waſhing of Rege- 
aeration in Baptiſm ; and ſo they are ſaid to be 
holy and clean. 


Now if this be fo, that the Children are 


thus vertually in the Parent, and are reputed 


to be in Covenant by vertue of the Parents 
being in Covenant, then they have a Right 


to all the privileges of that State, and con- 
ſequently to that which 1s the Way of Ad- 
miſſion 
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and therefore if the Parent undertakes for 
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miſſion i into it, For if they have a Right to the 
greater, they have a Right to the leis if they 
have a Right to the Privileges of the Cove- 
nant (fo far as that to them appertains the Xing- 
dom of God, as our Saviour faith) they have a war. x. 14. 
Right alſo to the Sign by which Perſons are 


admitted into it ; and a Sign which Children 


are as Capable of as the Adult; and ſuch is 
Baptiſm ; which is (as I have ſaid) the ſame 
to us as Circumciſion heretofore was to Abra- 


ham, and to all his Seed and Deſcendents. 


From hence it will be maniteſt, that Chil- 
dren of Believers, or Chriſtians, have a Right 
to Baptiſm upon the Faith and Profeſſion, the 
Stipulation and Engagement of the Parent : 


them, it is in effect the ſame as if they them- 


ſelves (were they capable) had of their own 
accord undertaken, 


And the Caſe is much the ſame as to Sore- 


ties and Sponſors, that are either in the Place 


of the Parent, where there is none; or that 
are Undertakers with the Parent. So he that Gen. xviþ 
was born in Abraham s houſe, or bought with his 28. 

money of a ſtranger, that is, a Slave, and had 
no Parent to take care of him ( if a Child) 
was to be circumciſed. The Maſter in that 
Caſe was the Common Sponſor. for ſuch of 
his Family as were under Age. So it is ſaid 


\ 


of Abraham, I know him, that he will command Gen. xviij. 
his children and his houſhold after him, and they 19. 
fhall keep the way of the Lord. Not only his 
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own Childern, but all that were of his houſhol, 
were thus brought, and to be taken into Co- 
venant, by the Special Direction and Com- 


mand of God; whether they were Infants or 
Adult, (as vil more fully appear. ) 


34 General is to ſhew the Uſe and Neceſſi- 
ty of Baptiſm; that is, of External Baptiſm, 
which doth alſo nom. ſave us, as a Means ap- 
pointed hereto. 


In order to which, 1 ſhall obſerve, 


1. That Baptiſm was firſt inſtituted by our 
Saviour as the Way of Admiſſion into the 


KXV1. 19. Church. And . thoſe that were Bap- 


Acts ij. 38, 
4 * 


tized were ſaid to be added to the Church. 
For the Church is a Viſible Society, and fo 
requires a Viſible Sign of Admiſſion, ſutable 
to the Society of ' which they are thereby 
made Members. 

- 2. Baptiſm is now made the e 


Condition of the New Covenant, and of all 
the Privileges of it, viz. the Forgzvenefs of 


Sy, the Gift of the Spirit, and Eternal Life. 


I. Forgiveneſs of Sin. So when the Jews ; 


were pricked at the Heart, and cried out, 


Acts ij. 38. Men aud Brethren, what ſhall we do ? The 


Apoſtle replies, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you, for the remiſſion of ſins. Certainly 
if Baptiſm had not been neceſſary to Forgive- 


gels, it would have been follicle to gw 
5 31 


x 4 * 
7 * Fo 
q *- #4 8 e 


, 


| The Caſe of Baptiſm confider'd. 


ſaid, Repent every one of you for the Forgive- 
neſs of Sin ; but when he ſaith, Repent, and 
| be baptized every one of you, for remiſſ on of fins ; 
| It ſhews that one is neceſſary as well as the 
| other ; and that in the ordinary Way they 
| could no more be forgiven without Baptiſm, 
by which they were to be admitted into Co- 
venant, than without Repentance. There- 
fore Ananias for that Reaſon preſſes it upon 
| Sanl, Now why . tarrieſt thou 2 Ariſe, and be 
| | baptized, and waſh away thy fins. 
2. Baptiſm is made the Condition of Re- 
ceiving the Holy Spirit. So the Apoſtle 
St. Peter in the aboveſaid Place, Ro and 
be baptized every one of you— and ye ſhall re- 
Ef ceive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. For the pro- 
| miſe is unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
g our God ſhall call, Where it is not only to 
be underſtood of the Extraordinary Gifts of 
| the Spirit, but of the Ordinary. For the 
Apollle promiſes it to all, without any dif- 
ference, Repent, and be baptized every one of 
o. and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy [| 
Ghoſt.— And not only they, the Three Thou- Ads ij.z0 | 
ſand converted at that time ; but alſo all that 3” | 
TT hereafter ſhould be converted and baptized, 


4 


„ they and their Children, and all that were x | 1 
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Is xxij. 
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3. Baptiſm is alſo made the Condition of 
Fverlaſting Life. So Mark xvj. 16. He that be- 
 lieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. And 
this our Saviour was very expreſs in before : 
For when he had ſaid, Fohy 11j. 3. Except a 


*man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of 


God : He explains himſelf, v. 5. Except a man 


Ze born of water, and of the lit he cannot 


enter into the Kingdom of God. Where, as a 
Perſon cannot enter into the Kingdom of God : 
without being born of the Spirit, fo nor 
without he be born of Water, which gives 


bim a Title to it. Except he be bots of Wa- 


rer, is in Terms as plainly expreſs'd as, Ex- 
* he be born of the Spirit. 


3. The Neceſſity of External Baptiſm far- 
ther appears, 

t. In that Perſons were no ſooner inſtruct- 
ed in the chief Principles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, but they were deſirous of Baptiſm, and 
were encouraged in .it, or minded of it by 
their Teachers. So faith the Eunuch to Phi- 
lip, What doth hinder me, &c. here is Water > 
So Ananias to Saul; Now, why tarrieſt thou ? 
Ariſe, and be baptized, 

2: They were no ſooner converted to the 


.Chriſttan Religion, but they were immedi- 


_ ately baptized ; or upon the firſt Opportunity. 


ds 5.41 · So the Three Thouſand converted Jews, and 
viih. 12. the Samaritans , Lydia and the Jailor ; 


of 


. of which laſt it is particularly fad, he was bap- 
| 
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tized in that very Hour at Mid. night, v. 25, 


ſtraightway, v. 33. 


I grant that in thoſe Times there was of. 
ten a preſent Reaſon for that Expedition; as 


it was with the Eunuch, who was vpon his 
Journey homewards, as far as Ethiopia: SO 
when the Apoſtels and Teachers were not to 


continue in the Place, as was the Caſe with 


the Jailor ; or when the Perſons baptized 
were immediately upon it call'd to ſome ſpe- 
cial Service, as was the Caſe of Saul, Act. ix 20. 
Bur then this ſhews the Tmportance and Ne- 
ceſlity of it. For what elſe could be the Rea- 
ſon of this haſte in the Diſciples and Con- 


verts to deſire, and in the Apoſtles to encou- 


rage and require it? They were certainly 
ſenſible of the Duty and Advantage of it; 


of the Duty, as it was a Divine Inſtitution; 


and of the Advantage, as it was the appoint- 
ed Way for Admiſſion into the Church, and 


which intitled them to all the Privileges of 


the New Covenant, and ſo was by no means 
to be neglected. From whence it is, that we 
do not find one Inſtance of the Delay of it 
in the Word of God; but on the contrary it 
was adminiſtred in the ſame hour, Anm, 
(as aboveſaid.) 

3. From the ſame Reaſon was it, that there 
were no Chriſtians but what were actually 
baptized : So that to be baptized into Feſus, 
was the Character of a Chriſtian, And of 
this we have an Inſtance beyond all Ex- 


enen, 


Rom. vj. 36 
Gal. iij. 274 


ho Cafe of Baptiſm conſid der 4 1 
edition. in thoſe Firſt-fruits of the Gentiles, 
ARs x.44, that upon the. Preaching of Peter, in that 
7 inſtant received the Holy Ghoſt, whom he 
Vet after that commanded to be baptized; 

giving that as a Reaſon for it, which ſome 
would have to be a Reaſon againſt Water- 
; Baptiſm ; Can, faith he, any man forbid water, 
Ft that theſe ſhould not be baptized, who have re- 
g ceived the Holy Ghoſt as well as we 2 Where 
| the Apoſtle "Tappoſes that there might 
| be ſome, who would in ſuch a Caſe forbill 
| Water. Baptiſm to thoſe Perſons; becauſe they 
71 ; had already received the Gift of the Holy 
El Ghoſt , which ordinarily followed, and was 
Ef the Conſequent of Baptiſm. For (may i it be 
[4 ſaid) what need would there be of Outward 
+. Baptiſm, when they had the Thing ſignified 
I  byit, and were baptized by the Holy Ghoſt e 
What need would there be of the Means, 
when they were already in poſſeſſion of the 
End: But the Apoſtle reaſons- quite otner- 
wiſe. Can any may forbid Water, &c. where 
he ſuppoſes Baptiſm to be even yet in FE. 
Caſe neceſſary > And why ſhould it ſo be; 
but becauſe it was by our Saviour's own In TY 
ſtitution, the way of Admiſſion into his 
Church? And tis as much as if the Apoſtle 
had ſaid, Surely now theſe Perſons "wy a 
ſufficient Title to Baptiſm, and to be thereby 
made Members of Chriſt's Church, who 
have already received the Holy Ghoſt as well 


as we ; withour any difficulty or delay they 
| may 
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may, though Ges“ iles, be rherefaxe, baptized 
as well as we who are Jews. Now, if when 
the main End of Baptiſm was attained before 
Baptiſm (as it was here) it was yet accounted 
neceſſary even for thoſe very. Perſons. on 
whom the Holy Ghoſt was conferred, to be 
baptized with Water ip order to their actual 
Admiſſion into the Church, and to their be- 
ing Chriſtians, becauſe of the Divine Inſti- 
tution: then ſurely much more was it neceſſa- 
ry, when the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt was to 
follow upon Baptiſm, and Baptiſm was the 
means by which that Gift was to be attained, 
as it was in all Caſes beſides. From whence 
it appears, that St. Peter knew of no. other 
way of Admiſſion into the Church than by 
Baptiſm, or elſe he would never have lo ear- 
neſtly put the Queſtion in that Caſe, Can any 
one 22 Water, &c. 

From hence I infer, That as out of the 
Church there is no Promiſe of Salvation; fo 
there is now no Admiſſion into the Church 
without Baptiſm; for that is by Divine Inſti- 
tution made the Means neceſlary to ſuch Ad- 
miſſion. And this was for ever to continue 
to the World's End; as our Tranſlation has 
truly rendred the Phraſe, Los TH; b ,Eg TE 
eigv;, and as it is to be underſtood, where- 
ever it is uſed by that Evangeliſt. And as 
the Phraſe, ſo the Reaſon of the Thing ſhews 

that Baptiſm is thus to be continued, being 
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of the ſame Commiſſion ; Go ye, diſciple, bap- 
tize andFeach all Nations. If they were to 


Teach, they were to Baptize ; for the Com- 


miſſion belongs to both ; and if they are to 
Teach to the World's End, they are to Bap- 
tize alſo to the End of the World. But if it 
be asked, How could that be, that the Apo- 
files ſhould Baptize to the End of the World: ? 
T Anſwer, As well as they could Teach to 
the World's End. But neither covld they in 
Perſon teach nor baptize to the End of the 
World; no more Frag they could in Perſon 
teach all Nations upon the Globe of the 
Earth. And therefore it muſt neceſſarily be 

underſtood not only of them, but alſo of their 
Deputies and Succeſſors, that They, as long 


as They lived, and others by Deputation from 


them and after them, from Generation to Ge- 


© neration, ſhould thus teach and baptize as 
Tong as the World ſhould continue. For in- 


deed none of the Apoſtles lived ſo long as to 
ſee the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, (which hap- 


pened within 40 Years after our Saviour's 


Death,) except St. John, as the moſt credi- 
ble Teſtimonies aſſure us. So little Senſe is 


there in the Expoſition of ſome, who would 


have the End of the World to be underſtood of 
the Deſtruction of Canaan and Feruſalem ; and 
as if Water-Baptiſm Was from that time for- 
ward to ceaſe; and that which was to 
continue to the End of the World, ſhould 
: | 2 Wo 
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no longer continue than to the End and De- 
ſtruction of the Jewiſh Nation and State. 

From hence I inter. farther, That they are 
in a dangerous Condition who wilfully neg- 
lect Baptiſm by Water, In the Name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and much more, 
who do reject it with Contempt, as a mere 
Water-Baptiſm ; and that doth only wajh a- 
way the Filth of the Fleſh : Whereas it is an 
Ordinance of God, and inſtituted by our Sa- 
viour himſelf, and commanded to be for ever 
obſerved and continued in the Church. 

When our Saviour came to be baptized of 


John the Baptiſt, John at the firſt forbad him, 


as having no need of it, John's Baptiſm being 
a Baptiſm unto Repentance. But our Saviour 
anſwers, Suffer it to be ſo now; for thus it be- 
cometh us to fulfill all righteouſneſs Our Sa- 
viour grants what John ſaid concerning him 
to be true: but however, our Saviour offers 
himſelf to it, and Jobs ſuffers it; as this was 
to do honour to the Divine Inſtitution, and 
to John who was God's Miniſter, and ſent by 
God to baptize. And ſince Water-Baptiſm is 


(as I have ſhewed) a Divine Inſtitution, it 


ſurely becomes us to conſider whoſe Super- 
ſcription it bears, that gives it its Authority, 
and makes it neceſſary to be obſerv d. To 
conclude this Point. If Baptiſm be of Di- 
vine Inſtitution; If this be made the Neceſ- 
ſary Condition of the Goſpel- Covenant; If 
this be a Means neceſſary to Salvation ; Tf 

| D 3 upon 
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upon this depend the Promiſes of the For- 
giveneſs of Sin, and of the Spirit and Eternal 
Life ; If by this we have a Title, and with- 
out this have no Title to the Privileges afore- 
ſaid ; ſuch appear to be in a very dangerous 
State, that call themſelves Chriſtians, and yet 
have not the Name of Chriſt upon them. I 
wiſh thoſe who thus viliſy an Ordinance of 
our Saviour would ſeriouſly conſider this. 


I know nothing farther remaining, unleſs 
it be the Manner of Adminiſtration ; whether 


it is to be by Sprinkling, Waſhing, or Dip- 


ping. And this is certainly indifferent. | 
The Rite it ſelf, Baptiſm by Water, is not 
indifferent, it being of Divine Inſtitution, the 
Means of Admiſſion into Chriſt's Church, as I 
have ſhewed. The Thing ſignified by it, award 
Purity of Heart, is not indifferent, being abſo- 
lutely Neceſſary; For without Holineſs no Man 
ſhall fee the Lord, Heb. xij. 14. But the Manner 
of Miniſtring it, according to Circumſtances 
doth vary. So the Original Word fannie 
| *Markvi)- is indifferently uſed for ſprinkling, waſhing *, 
{© "plunging. So are the Engliſh Words, Sprink- 
ling, Waſhing, and Dipping, promiſcuouſly uſed 
in Scripture. As in one Place our Hearts are 
| Beb.x.22, ſaid to be ſprinkled from an Evil Conſcience 
23. by Chriſt, or the Blood of ſprinkling. So in 
* *. another Place we are ſaid to be . by his 
1 Per. j. 2. Blood. And accordingly was Baptiſm practi- 
Rev. „ 5. fed either way: and ſometimes we read they 


Went 


Al 
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went down to the Water, and were dip'd into 
it, as the Eunuch, As vii. 38. To which the 
Apoſtle alludes, Rom. vj. 4. Sometimes they 
were waſh'd; as were the Three Thouſand 
and the Five Thouſand, Adds ij. 41. 


For who can ſuppoſe that all thei: were dip'd 


at once, or that there was Water for it, when 
the Brook Cedron at that time of Pentecoſt was 


very low, and which might be gone over: 
Joh. xviij. 1. 2 Sam. xv. 23. Or who can ſup- 


poſe that there was Water enough for the Dip- 
ping of the Jailor and all his Houſhold at Mid- 
night ? Adds xvj. 25,33. And, accordingly our 
Church has leit it indifferent. [See the Ofice 


, Baptiſm.) 


4*h General is to conſider what are the Ob- 


ligations ariſing from hence. 


1. If we conſider Baptiſm as a Sign in ge- 
neral, then the Waſhing with Water repreſents 
to us an Alteration and Change that is to be 


in the State, I mean in the Heart and Life of 


a Chriſtian. So Hebrews x. 22,23. Let us 
draw near with faith, having had our hearts 


ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, by the Blood 


of Jeſus ; and our bodies waſhed with pure water, 
in Baptiſm. - For to that I conceive the Apo- 
ſtle alludes, by what follows; Let us hold faſt 
the profeſſion of our faith, which was made at 
Baptiſm, and when our Bodies were waſhed 
with pure Water. To the like purpoſe doth 
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Rom. vj 2, the Apoſtle apply it. XAnow ye nof that. as ma- 


ny of us as were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were 
baptized into his death. Therefore we are bu- 
ried with him by Baptiſm into death, that like 
as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead— even ſo we 
alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. Where 
St. Paul ſeems to allude to the Manner fre- 


quently obſerved at that time, of Plunging 
thoſe into the Water that were baptized. The 


Rite or Manner of Adminiſtring Baptiſm was 


indifferent in it ſelf, as I have ſhewed; It was 


indifferent whether the Body was dip'd, waſh- 
ed or ſprinkled : but the Signification and 
Application is the ſame, and neceſſary to all; 
and that is the inward Purity of the Heart, 
and the outward Purity of the Actions, there- 


by repreſented. For what is it, whether the 


Body be ſprinkled (as it is Exel. xxxvj. 25, 
26. which has a reference to the New Cove- 


nant) or plunged (as St. Paul's Alluſion inti- 


mates) or waſhed (as it is in the Hebrews 2 ) 
What is it, whether we go down to, or even 


into the Water with the Eunuch, As viij. 38.. 


or be baptized in the Houſe, as was the 


Jailor and his Family, where was no ſuch con- 


venience?2 What is it, whether St. Peter's 
Head, Hands and Feet, and whole Body, were 


waſhed by our Saviour, or his Feet only? 


The Point is fully reſolved by our Saviour in 
that Caſe, John $115. 8,9,10. He that i waſhed, 
needeth not to waſh, ſave his feet; but us clean 


every- whit. T lat is, we are to attend to what 
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is thereby ſignified, which is he cleanfing of 
the hands or actions, Jam. iv. 8. and purifying 
the heart ; without which, outward Baptiſm 
is no Baptiſm, and can no more entitle us to 
the Privileges of that State, or convey the 
Bleſſings of it to us, than Water can of it ſelf 
cleanſe the Heart, and purify the Soul of a 
Man ; and without which, it is (in our Apo- 
ſtle's Phraſe). no more than the putting away 
the filth of the fleſh. 

2. Let us conſider Baptiſm more eſpecially 
as a Sign of the New Covenant, and then we 
muſt look upon our ſelves as under a ſolemn 
Obligation to perform the Conditions be- 
longing to it. I grant that the Promiſe of 
God is as the Water of Noah. For as he hath 
ſworn that the Waters of Noah ſhould no more go 
over the Earth; ſo neither ſhall the Covenant of 
his Peace be removed, as it is {aid in the Pro- 5 
phet Jaiab, Iſa. liv. 9 „10. And therefore 
Chriſtian-Baptiſm hall now ſave (according 
to the Promiſe) from Eternal Death, as Noah Genij. i. 
was ſaved in the Ark from periſhing &y Water. viii. 81. 
But then it is, if we (as he did in his Caſe) 
perform the Conditions of the Covenant. 
The'Apoſtle faith, that 2 Faith Noah being Heb. xi. 7 
warned 1 God of things not = Gi as yet, being 
moved with fear; and having a pious Regard — 


1 7 


: 


to what God had declared, prepared an Ark ** 


for the ſaving of his houſe. And if we are mo- 
ved and acted with the like Faith, to fear 
what God has threatned, and to hope for the 

Sal- 
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Ger. vj. 2. 


Salvation he has promiſed, and to do ac- 
cording to all that he has commanded ; our 


Baptiſm, which is thus abear/wer of a wood 


Conſcience towards God, willofave us. Bur if 
we fail on our part, and if while the founda- 
2 Tim. 5. ion of God ſtands ſure, and he is faithful who 
ck hath promiſed, we do not depart from our 
iniquity, and make not good what belongs to 
us, we diſſolve the Obligation, and null the 


Covenant as to our ſelves, and are as much 


loſt to all the Advantages of it, as if we ne- 
ver had a Part in it. Nay, ſo much the worſe 
will our Condition be hereafter, and ſo much 
the more inexcuſable ſhall we be; in that we 
were once in the Poſſeſſion of the Means ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, and had all the Privi- 
leges of the New Covenant at our Choice, 
if we performed the Conditions, and anſwer- 
ed the Obligations of it; and yet we took no 
Care to ſecure the one, or perform the other ; 
and fo ſhall fall under the Wo of our bleſſed 


Mat. æj 21, Saviour to Capernaum, Chorazin and Berhſaida, 
2 who, when exalted to Heaven by the Privilege 
they had above others, through our Saviour's 


Preſence and Miracles, and Preaching amang(t 

them, ſhould for their Unworthineſs an&Im- 
penitence be brought down to Hell. This will 

be the Aggravation of the Puniſhment, as it 

is of the Guilt: For, ſaith the Apoſtle, it had 

2 pet. ij. 21. Leen better for ſuch not to have known the way 
of righteouſneſs, than after they have known it 

T0 


. 
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to turn from the holy Commandment delivered un- 
to then. AY Re 4 ns os - AVE 

We pity the Condition of the Heathen, 
as without doubt the Jews of Capernaum, 
Chorazin and Bethſaida did thoſe of Tyre and 
Sidon: And yet as bad as the Condition of 
ſuch is (who were out of the Covenant) 
our Saviour prefers it before the other, wo 
were Iſraelites, and to whom pertained the adop- 

tion, and the glory, the Shechinah or Divine 
Preſence, the Covenants, the giving of the 
Law, and the Promiſes, whoſe were the Fathers, 
and of whom as concerning the fleſh Chriſt 
came, &c. as the Apoſtle deſcribes it, Rom. 
ix. 4, Sc. Worſe would ir be with them, if 
, after the Preaching of our Saviour amongſt 
them, after the many Miracles he wrought, 
and the Confirmation given thereby to his 
Doctrine, Miſſion and Authority, they con- 
tinued in a State of Impenitency, Obſtinacy, 
and Unbeliet. For, ſaith the Apoſtle, they 
which are the Children of the fleſh, are not, by 
vertue of that External Relation, the Chil- 
dren of God, ver. 8. And their being in Co- 
venant, and entitled to the Privileges of it, 
11 i will be the Aggravation of their Sin, rather 
i MM than an Excuſe for it. of 
So that next to the being in Covenant, is 
to perform the Conditions, and to anſwer the 


EVE Obligations of it: and then all the Privile- 
1 ges of that State belong to us; we are then, 
E OY 
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T he Caſe of Baptiſm conſider d. 
in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, Children of the Pro- 
ys and counted for the ſeed, ver. 8. 
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Let vs conſider Baptiſm as a Rite of 
Initiation into the Church; and then we are 
thereby obliged to profeſs the Name, and 
not be aſhamed to- confeſs the Faith of Chriſt 


againſt Sin, the World, — the Devil, aui to 
continue his faithful Soldiers and Servants fo 
our liver ene, (as our Office expreſſes it.) 


| Let us eonſ der Baptiſm as a Sign of 

_ our Adoption ; ; and then we are obliged to 

walk worthy of the Relation we are taken 

into, when we are by it admitted into. Cove- 

nant with God, and are accounted his Chil- 

an 4+ dren. © Behold, ſaith St. Fohn, what manner of 

love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we 

ſhould be called the Sons of Gods We who 

had by our Apoſtacy forfeited that Relation, 

and all the Bleſſings of it. He might well 

7 begin with a Beho/d, and call the whole 

World to admire and adore ſuch an Incom- 
* Goodneſs. oO” 


Now what doth this call for at our Hands: 
What is it that this Filial Relation to God 
as our Father requires of us; but to be fol- 


lowers of him as dear bildren, and 7 wall in 


love, deen v. I, 2. a | 
* 5 To 
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erucified, but manfully to fight under his Banner 
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The Caſe of Baptiſnt confider'd. 

To love God whom we have not ſeen, 
and to love our Brethren whom we do ſee, 
C en -- po 

If the peace of God did rule in our hearts, t6 


the which we are called in one body, Col. iij. x 5. 


What an Influence would it have upon us? 
how reſtleſs would it make us to find out the 


Truth, or to diſcover the Falſhood of thoſe 


Principles that do divide the Church of God, 
or divide us from it? 1 

Of the latter Sort I account the Contro- 
verſy about Infant-Baptiſm to be; In which 
thoſe who differ from us ſhould do well to 
conſider, how they herein differ from the 
whole Body of Chriſtians beſides, throughout 


the World; of which vaſt Number, they 


are but a very little Part, and of a late Ap- 
pearance. A Matter which perhaps ſome 
may think meanly of; but upon Conſidera- 
tion of the Premiſes, I hope it will appear 


to be of great Weight and Conſequence ;- 


eſpecially it they conſider farther, who they 


are, of what Character many of thoſe Chur= 


ches are. „ 
Methinks the Common and Great Princi- 

ples of Religion ſhould more oblige them to 

join with ſuch Chriſtians and Churches, than 


this Opinion of theirs ſhould diſpoſe them 
thus to ſeparate and divide from them. 


But if this cannot be, if they muſt differ 


and divide; let it appear that it is their full 
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T be Caſe of Baptiſm conſt I der'd. 
Perſuaſion, and not Humour or Obſtinacy, 
by their Meekneſs, Humility, and Charity. 
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To Conclude : ; Let us all rather condder 
in what we do agree, than in what we differ; 
and in due Obſervance of the Apoſtolical Pre- 
cept, As much as in us lies, follow Peace with all 
Men, and Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall 
ſee the Lord, Heb. xij. 14. 


Heb. xi. And the God of Peace, that brought again 
_ _ from the dead our Lord Feſus, the great 
. Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood 
of the everlaſting Covenant , make us all 
perfect in every good ort, to do his Will, 

working in us that which is well-pleaſing in 
his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt; To whom 
be glory for ever and euer. Amen. 
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An ABS TRACT of the Argu- 
ment for Infant-Baptiſm. 
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OR the Proof of this, T ſhall lay down 
certain Propoſitions, and then anſwer 
ſome Objections. i 
Propoſition 1. Children are capable of being 
taken into Covenant. So it was in the Cove- 
nant made with Abraham, Gen. xvij. 10, 12. So 
it was in the Covenant made with the Chil- 
dren of 7ſrael, Lev. xij. 3. Deut. xxix. 10, f. 
Insa both which Caſes the Children, with the 
Parents, were actually taken into Covenant. 

Prop. 2. Children are as capable of being 
taken into Covenant under the Goſpel as be- 
fofe, and may be Baptized now as well as Cir- 
cumciſed then. 

Prop. 3- There is as much Reaſon for Chil- 
dren's being taken into Covenant under the 
Goſpel as there was before ; which was, that 
they might become God's Children, Deut. 
XxXix. 10. and Ezekiel xvj. 21. and be Holy 
to Him, 1 Cor. vij. 14. 

Prop. 4. There is no more Reaſon from the 
Nature of the Thing to be offered againſt 
Children's being taken into Covenant under 
the Goſpel, than what might have been of- 
fered againſt it of old in the time of Abraham, 


and under the Law. As for Example ; if it be 
ſaid, 


An Abflra of the Argu;nent 


aid, that to be taken into Covenant is a pro- 


per Act of a Perſon, and implies Conſent, and 


that implies Inſtruction and Faith: I anſwer, 


If this be a Reaſon now againſt Children's be- 
ing taken into Covenant, it was a Reaſon then; 
and ſo they could then have been no more 
taken into Covenant than now. 
Prop. 5. Children under the Goſpel have a 
Right to be taken into Covenant, becauſe the 
Covenant made with Abraham is the ſame 
with the Goſpel- Covenant, differing only in 
the Sign, but not in the Signification, Rom. vj. 
3,6. Col. ij. 11,12. And therefore if Children 
were then in Covenant, Children may be till 


in Covenant, being the Spiritual Seed of 4- 


braham. That the Covenant is the ſame, ſee 
Rom. iv. I I, 12. and Gal. iij. 16, 17. If fo, they 
muſt ſhew how Children that were before in- 
cluded, are now excluded; or that the PRvi- 
leges of the Goſpel-Covenant now, are not as 
Extenſive as they were in the Time of Abra- 


bam. | 


Prop. 6. Children are capable of the Privi- 
leges belonging to the Goſpel-Covenant, ſuch 


as Bleſſing here, Mat. xix. 13, 14. and Salva- - 


tion hereafter, Mark x. 13, 14, 15, 16. 

Prop. 7. Children are actually taken into 
Covenant under the Goſpel. As, 1. they are 
called Diſciples, Adds xv. 10. Mat. xxviij. 19. 
Go ye, teach (Diſciple) all Nations. 2. They 
are {aid to be Holy, 1 Cor. vij 14. 3. The 
Promiſe is made to them, Dent. xxix. 10, 11, 
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for Inſant-Baptiſm. 
12, 13, 14, 15. compared with Ads ij. 38, 
39. They are ſaid to come to Chriſt, ard 
x. 14. 
Prop. 8. There is no Coming into Covenant 
under the Goſpel, but by Baptiſm, Mar. xxviij. 
19. John lj. 5. Atts ij. 38. And if Children 


are under the Goſpel to be taken into Cove- 


nant, they are alſo to be Baptized ; and if not 
Baptized, they are not in Covenant, and ſo 
have no Right to the Promiſe ; but if they 
have a Right to the Promiſe, they have to 


the Sign. But againſt this there are TWO 
main Objections. 


| Object. r. Iaſt ruction, Faith and Aae 
are to go before Baptiſm, and are neceſſary Qua- 
lifications for it, Mat. xxviij. 19. Alls ij. 38. 

Anſ. 1. I grant it was ſo in Adult or grown 
Perſons, when the Perſons converted were 
Jews or Gentiles; tor they were to be taught : 
and fo it is ſtill. But what is this to Intant- 
Baptiſm ? For, 2dly, fo it was with Abra- 
ham and his Family, and all along afterwards. 


Thoſe that were Proſelytes and Comverts 
were ſuppoſed to be inſtructed in the Princi- 


ples of Religion, before they were circumci- 
ſed, and taken into Covenant: but at the 
ſame time Infants were received, whilſt In- 
fants, into the Church by Circumciſion, who 
were not capable of the abovefaid Qualifica- 


tions. Inſtruction, Faith and Repentance, 


ordinarily were to go. before Holineſs and 
Diſci- 


3 


An Abſtrad of the Argument, ö 


\ Diſcipleſhip: and yet, whilſt Infants , they were 
ſaid to be Holy, 1 Cor. vij. 14. and to be Diſ- 
Ciples, Acts xv. 10. and to be qualified for the 


Kingdom of Heaven, Mark x. 14. Heb. j. x4. 55 


Mat. xviij. 10. 


Object. 2. It is Ru, Give us a Precept or 


Example i in Scripture for Infant-Baptiſim. 


- Anſ. 1. Give me a Precept or Example of 


any Grown Perſon, born of Chriſtian e 

that ever was Baptized; and yet we all hold, | 
that Grown Perſons, born of Chriſtian Parents, | 
are to be Baptized, as well as thoſe Converts 
that are born of Heathen. And, 2. Infants: 
are always included in Covenant in the Pa- 


rents, and ſtood obliged with them, Deut. xxix. 


10, Cc. Upon u hich account Houſholds, Atty 
xvj. 15. and Deſcendents, 4&s xvj. 33. d a, 
and their Children, are ſaid to be Holy, as 
aforeſaid ; and there needed no expreſs Pre- 
cept ; nor were the Apoſtles careful to give 
us Examples! in a Caſe fo known, and notori- 
ous, and taken for granted ; when Children 
were thus capable of being taken into Cove-' 


nant, and included in the Parents; and when 


the Covenant is the ſame as it Was with 4-' 
braham, and ſo the Subjects of the Covenant 
the ſame, and the Privileges belonging to 


m the ay or 
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